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ure. This time a widow, finding herself suddenly a millionaire, 
purchases a yacht and sets forth to investigate missions, the one 
outside subject which up to that time has come into her narrow 
village existence. She diverges somewhat from the mission 
idea, but collects aboard the Violetta a curious company of ec- 
centric dependents who have aroused her interest and sympathy 
on the adventurous cruise in Eastern and West Indian waters. 
The aggregation, after many serio-comic adventures, finds hap- 
py asylum at last in a town called Zionville. 

On Common Ground. By Sydney H. Preston. New York: Henry Holt 
& Company. 1906. 

The author of "The Abandoned Farmer," a humorous story of 
country life, continues in the same vein the background of farm 
life and country homes. The hero knows no more about practi- 
cal farming than apparently the author; but the fine spirit dis- 
played throughout makes very enjoyable reading. The country 
is the proper scene for idylls, and before the story closes every- 
body in the book except an old maiden aunt is in love. The 
genius of the story is Mrs. Biggies of the family of Dickens' 
creations, a humorous and inspiring dea ex machina, and when, 
at the end, the pairs of lovers walk off the stage with arms en- 
twined, she, too, is restored to the embrace of her Biggies. 



Raper's "Principles of Wealth and Welfare" 

Among the publications of the Macmillan Company is a text- 
book upon Economics, written for high schools by Professor 
Charles Lee Raper of North Carolina. The title, "Principles of 
Wealth and Welfare," gives a clue to the author's point of 
view. The little book is characterized by a strong element of 
ethical teaching. "Religion and the making of a living," says 
Professor Raper, ". . . are all pervading forces. . . . They are 
working together in the life of every human being. ' ' The style 
is interesting and dignified, and in the hands of a capable in- 
structor, the didactic treatment, which sometimes looks rather 
towards what ought to be than at what is, may prove to be just 



Reviews 251 

what is needed for high-school work. Moreover, the tone of 
the book may secure it a foothold in quarters where a colder 
treatment would be unwillingly received. 

Like most present-day writers, Professor Raper follows an 
eclectic plan. He omits many of the cut and dried discussions 
of older text-books, leaves out knotty points of economic theory, 
and very properly reduces the discussion of Value to the lowest 
terms. As to the advisability of omitting all historical matter 
we are more doubtful, though we recognize that to include 
this in any extended form would materially increase the size of 
the book. On such practical questions as those of sound money, 
the benefits accomplished by trades-unions, the urgent need of 
revision in our corporation laws, Professor Raper's opinions are 
sane and healthy. In the matter of the protective tariff, while 
admitting that protection has been of assistance to the United 
States, the author contends that this assistance "has been 
comparatively slight, and that the fundamental and vital elements 
of our wonderful economic progress have been American labor, 
capital, natural resources and business sense." "A tariff tax laid 
primarily for special protection to a few producers, and not es- 
sentially for public revenue, cannot, we think, be defended by 
sound and unbiased reason." 

In the appendix the student desiring further reading is refer- 
red to Bowker and lies' Readers' Guide, and to other general 
texts, while twenty-one books upon special topics are mentioned 
by name. The development of economic study in our South- 
land is certainly much to be desired, and we hope that this 
book by a Southern man, with its illustrations largely chosen 
from Southern life, may have no small influence in Southern 
schools. St. G. L. S. 



